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Take me to a leader

Corporate headhunters are more powerful than
ever

The benefits of using them are hard to measure. They may be most useful as diplomats
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GENEVA, LONDON, NEW YORK AND PARIS

F OR A FEW months last year Matthieu (not his real name) was on the most
important team in finance. SWIFT, a global payments-messaging service owned
by 11,000 banks, was looking for a new chief. So was CLS, an institution that settles
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four-fifths of worldwide foreign-exchange turnover. Each had hired Matthieu’s
firm to find one. He was aware of the stakes. Both outcomes were going to “impact
everything” that money touches, he told The Economist at the time. His voice barely

rose over the mellow music of a Manhattan hotel’s bar but nonetheless it carried a
bass note of self-importance.

The firm got the job done. Javier Pérez-Tasso, SWIFT’s former Americas head, took
over as boss in July. Marc Bayle de Jessé, an official at the European Central Bank,
started at cLs in December. The placements testify to the brokering brawn of

Already signed up? Login

Choose us for news analysis that
respects your time and intelligence

Get up to 80% off a quarterly subscription with The Economist

First 12 weeks for $69 $12

C View subscription options 9)

Cancel at any time. Subscription auto-renews every 12 weeks at full price.

v We filter out the noise of the daily news cycle and
analyse the trends that matter

v We give you rigorous, deeply researched and fact-
checked journalism. That's why Americans named
us their most trusted news source in 2017

v Available wherever you are—in print, digital and,
uniquely, in audio, fully narrated by professional

https://www.economist.com/briefing/2020/02/06/corporate-headhunters-are-more-powerful-than-ever 2/6


https://authenticate.economist.com/authorize?client_id=gNkK5XuPZRmMdwzTb8lum4Wc5Z35lZba&response_type=code&scope=openid&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.economist.com%2Fapi%2Flogin-callback%3Freader_id%3DREADER_ID%26return%3Dhttps://www.economist.com/briefing/2020/02/06/corporate-headhunters-are-more-powerful-than-ever&additional_parameters=eyJyb3V0ZSI6ImxvZ2luIn0%3D
https://subscription.economist.com/DE/EngCore/EcomNewArticle/RegwallSub

2/14/2020 Take me to a leader - Corporate headhunters are more powerful than ever | Briefing | The Economist
broadcasters

UNewsGuard

This website adheres to all nine of NewsGuard’s
standards of credibility and transparency.

OR

Continue reading this article

Register with an email address

ADVERTISEMENT

More from Briefing

https://www.economist.com/briefing/2020/02/06/corporate-headhunters-are-more-powerful-than-ever 3/6


https://authenticate.economist.com/authorize?client_id=gNkK5XuPZRmMdwzTb8lum4Wc5Z35lZba&response_type=code&scope=openid&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.economist.com%2Fapi%2Flogin-callback%3Freader_id%3DREADER_ID%26return%3Dhttps://www.economist.com/briefing/2020/02/06/corporate-headhunters-are-more-powerful-than-ever&additional_parameters=eyJyb3V0ZSI6InNpZ251cCJ9

2/14/2020 Take me to a leader - Corporate headhunters are more powerful than ever | Briefing | The Economist

Ben J.ennings

Is some revelation at hand?

Brexit and Sinn Fein’s success boost talk of Irish unification

BRIEFING

lowa overShadowed

The shambolic Iowa caucuses did
little to unite the Democrats

BRIEFING

The special relationship

A weaker post-Brexit Britain looks to
America

https://www.economist.com/briefing/2020/02/06/corporate-headhunters-are-more-powerful-than-ever 4/6


https://www.economist.com/briefing/2020/02/13/brexit-and-sinn-feins-success-boost-talk-of-irish-unification
https://www.economist.com/briefing/2020/02/08/the-shambolic-iowa-caucuses-did-little-to-unite-the-democrats
https://www.economist.com/briefing/2020/01/30/a-weaker-post-brexit-britain-looks-to-america
https://www.economist.com/briefing/
https://www.economist.com/briefing/

2/14/2020 Take me to a leader - Corporate headhunters are more powerful than ever | Briefing | The Economist

BRIEFING

Ellls Forsman-Psek

5

The best of our journalism, handpicked each day

Sign up to our free daily newsletter, The Economist today

- Sign up now

f © ¥ In B N

https://www.economist.com/briefing/2020/02/06/corporate-headhunters-are-more-powerful-than-ever 5/6


https://my.economist.com/user#newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/theeconomist
https://www.instagram.com/theeconomist
https://www.twitter.com/theeconomist
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-economist
https://www.youtube.com/user/economistmagazine
https://www.economist.com/rss
https://subscription.economist.com/DE/EngCore/EcomNewArticle/Footer
https://groupsubscriptions.economist.com/
https://www.economist.com/contact-info
https://www.economist.com/help/home
https://www.economist.com/briefing/

2/14/2020 Take me to a leader - Corporate headhunters are more powerful than ever | Briefing | The Economist

Published since September 1843 to take part in “a severe contest
between intelligence, which presses forward, and an unworthy, timid
ignorance obstructing our progress.”

Apps & media Other publications
The Economist apps 1843 Magazine
Economist Films The World in
Podcasts The World If
The Economist The Economist Group
About Economist Group
Advertise The Economist Store
Reprints Careers
Press centre Which MBA?

GMAT Tutor

GRE Tutor

Executive Jobs

Executive Education Navigator

Terms of Use Privacy Cookie Policy Manage Cookies Accessibility Modern Slavery Statement

Do Not Sell My Personal Information

Copyright © The Economist Newspaper Limited 2020. All rights reserved.

https://www.economist.com/briefing/2020/02/06/corporate-headhunters-are-more-powerful-than-ever

6/6


https://www.economist.com/legal/terms-of-use
https://www.economistgroup.com/results_and_governance/governance/privacy
https://www.economistgroup.com/results_and_governance/governance/Cookies_information.html
https://l3.evidon.com/site/2254/668/6?lang=en-gb
https://www.economist.com/help/accessibilitypolicy
https://www.economistgroup.com/results_and_governance/governance/guiding_principles.html
http://privacyportal.economist.com/
https://www.facebook.com/theeconomist
https://www.instagram.com/theeconomist
https://www.twitter.com/theeconomist
https://www.linkedin.com/company/the-economist
https://www.youtube.com/user/economistmagazine
https://www.economist.com/rss
https://www.economist.com/apps
https://films.economist.com/
https://www.economist.com/blogs/podcasts
https://www.1843magazine.com/
https://theworldin.economist.com/
https://www.economist.com/worldif18
https://www.economist.com/about-the-economist
http://marketingsolutions.economist.com/
https://www.economist.com/rights/reprints+and+permissions.html
https://press.economist.com/
https://www.economistgroup.com/
https://shop.economist.com/
https://economistgroupcareers.com/
https://www.economist.com/whichmba
https://gmat.economist.com/
https://gre.economist.com/
http://jobs.economist.com/
https://execed.economist.com/

